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Message to aspirants 

 

Dear Aspirants, 

A warm welcome to you from team DashoVidya!!! 

We are extremely grateful to you for showing trust in us and choosing our platform to 

complement your UPSC preparation journey. 

NCERTs are an important source to provide fundamental understanding of the core 

concepts which are mentioned in the UPSC syllabus and questions from NCERTs are 

being asked in UPSC Prelims and Mains exam on a regular basis. Furthermore, 

fundamental concepts from NCERTs help students to solve questions in the exam with 

better understanding and clarity. 

Students, reading NCERT or any other source is incomplete until you assess yourself 

through practice questions which are aligned as per the UPSC requirements. With the 

same objective, we have integrated MCQs and their detailed explanations in our NCERT 

Learning Program to make your preparation a holistic one. 

Our MCQs and their explanations have been prepared meticulously so that these 

along with our NCERT Summaries will add value to preparation and make it effective 

and goal oriented. Therefore, practicing these MCQs is highly recommended to have 

all the necessary knowledge of the relevant topics. 

Your valuable input in the form of feedback is really important to us. You can mail us 

at dashovidya.upsc@gmail.com or contact us @ 895852855. 

 

Best Wishes!!! 

Thank You. 
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CHAPTER 1- RESOURCES 
  

     

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding a resource 

1. Everything which has a value is a resource. 

2. The value must be economic value only. 

Choose the correct option from the code given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Q2. Which of the above statements do best describe Human Resource Development? 
 

1. It refers to developing of mental capabilities of the humans which includes knowledge and 

skills. 

2. It refers to developing of physical capabilities of the humans. 

Choose the correct option from the code given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Q3. Which of the following statements best describe the term sustainable development?  

a) Protecting the environment in order to ensure socio – economic equity. 

b) Making development policies to balance social-economic and environmental interests. 

c) Reducing the socio – economic inequalities of the present generation so that the future 

generation can get sustainable socio –economic conditions. 

d) Balancing the use of resources in a manner so as to meet the requirements of the present as well 

as future generation. 

 

Q4. Which of the following are true principles of sustainable development?  

1. Improve the quality of human life  

2. Minimise the depletion of natural resources 

3. Conserve the earth’s vitality and diversity 

4. Enable communities to care for their own environment. 

5. Change personal attitude and practices towards the environment  

 

Choose the correct option from the code given below: 

 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

d) All of the above.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:dashovidya.upsc@gmail.com


 
 

www.dashovidya.in, email id: dashovidya.upsc@gmail.com; Telegram: https://t.me/DashoVidyaIAS 2 
Contact no - 8595852855 

  

Answers & Explanations 

 

Q1. Answer: (a) 

Explanation:   

Statement 1 is correct: Anything that can be used to satisfy a need is called a resource. Things 

become resource when they have a value.  

Statement 2 is incorrect: Value might be economic or non-economic. For example, metals may 

have an economic value, a beautiful landscape may not. But both are important and satisfy human 

needs. 

 

Q2. Answer: (c) 

Explanation:  

Human resource refers to the number (quantity) and abilities (mental and physical) of the people. 

Improving the quality of people’s skills so that they are able to create more resources is known as 

Human Resource Development. It thus includes mental as well as physical development.  

 

Q3. Answer: (d) 

Explanation:  

Balancing the need to use resources and also conserve them for the future is called Sustainable 

Development. It aims at meeting the requirements of present and not compromising with the 

requirements of the future generation. 

 

Q4. Answer- (d)  

Explanation: 

Sustainable development is an all-encompassing concept to fulfil the present needs and also to 

preserve the resources for the future generation. Hence it is based on several principles like: Respect 

and care for all forms of life, Improve the quality of human life, conserve the earth’s vitality and 

diversity, Minimise the depletion of natural resources, Change personal attitude and practices 

towards the environment and Enable communities to care for their own environment. 
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CHAPTER 2- LAND SOIL, WATER, NATURAL VEGETATION & WILDLIFE RESOURCES 
 

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding land as a resource 

1. It covers only about 30% of the total area of the earth’s surface 

2. Whole population of the World occupies only 30% of land area. 

Choose the correct option from the code given below:  

 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Q2. Which of the following statement(s) is/are true about Soil as a resource? 

 

1. It is the thin layer of grainy substance covering the surface of the earth made up of organic 

matter, minerals and weathered rocks found on the earth. 

2. Soil quality does not depend on the parent rock. 

3. Deforestation, overgrazing, overuse of chemical fertilisers or pesticides, rain wash, landslides 

and floods are degrading the soil. 

 

Choose the correct option from the code given below: 

a) 1, 2 and 3 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Q3. What do you understand by Intercropping? 
  

a) In this bare ground between plants is covered with a layer of organic matter like straw. 

b) Under this different crops are grown in alternate rows and are sown at different times to 

protect the soil from rain wash. 

c) Ploughing parallel to the contours of a hill slope to form a natural barrier for water to flow 

down the slope 

d) In this rocks are piled up to slow down the flow of water. 
 

Q4. Which of the following statements are true with respect to Water as a resource? 

 

1. It is a non-renewable energy source. 

2. Only 1% of freshwater is available and fit for human use. 

3. Water can neither be added nor subtracted from the earth, thus its total volume remains 

constant. 
 

Choose the correct option from the code given below: 

a) 1 only  

b) 1, 2 and 3  

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 3 only 
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Q5. Which of the following is/are true about forests? 

1. As the amount of moisture decreases the size of trees and their density reduces. 

2. In Tundra vegetation, plants have deep roots and leaves with thorny and waxy surface to 

reduce loss of moisture through transpiration. 

 

Choose the correct option from the code given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answers & Explanations 

Q1. Answer: (a) 

Explanation:   

Statement 1 is correct: Land covers only 30% of the total area and 70% of the area is covered by 

oceans.  

Statement 2 is incorrect: 90% of the world population occupies only 30% of land area. The remaining 

70% of the land is either sparsely populated or uninhabited.  

Q2. Answer: (b) 

Explanation:  

Statement 1 is correct: Soil is defined as the thin layer of grainy substance covering the surface of the 

earth made up of organic matter, minerals and weathered rocks found on the earth. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: Parent rock determines colour, texture, chemical properties, content, and 

permeability.  

Statement 3 is correct: All the mentioned activities deteriorate soil quality as well as quantity.  

 

Q3. Answer: (b) 

Explanation:  

Option (a) is incorrect: The given statement is the definition of Mulching. 

Option (c) is incorrect: The given statement is the definition of Contour Ploughing.  

Option (d) is incorrect: The given statement is the definition of Rock dams.   

Intercropping is a type of farming practice under which different crops are grown in alternate rows and 

are sown at different times to protect the soil from rain wash.  

 

Q4. Answer- (c)  

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is incorrect: Water is a renewable energy source.  

Statement 2 and statement 3 are factually correct statements.  Out of all the water present in form of 

rivers, glaciers, oceans, vapour etc. only 1% is available and fit for human use and the total volume of 

water remains constant on the earth. It can just change its form from one to another.  

Q5. Answer- (a)  

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Moisture availability is directly related to size and density of trees. This can be 

verified from forest types also. Most dense forests are evergreen forests which are found in equatorial 

climate having maximum rainfall. On the contrary deserts have least dense vegetation. Thorny shrubs 

and scrubs grow in dry areas of low rainfall. In such areas plants have deep roots and leaves with thorny 

and waxy surface reduce loss of moisture through transpiration. Hence statement 2 is incorrect.  
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.  

CHAPTER 3- MINERAL AND POWER RESOURCES 
 

Q1. Which of the following is not correct with respect to minerals? 

1. Minerals are evenly distributed and formed in different types of geological environments under 

varying conditions 

2. These are found concentrated in a particular area or rock formations. 

3. These can be classified into two types based on their composition. 

Choose the correct option from the code given below:  

a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 and 3 

c) 1 only  

d) 2 only 

 

Q2. Which of the following is correct with respect to metallic minerals? 

1. These minerals are thin generally and are found in igneous and metamorphic rock formations 

that form large plateaus. 

2. These are hard substances that conduct heat and electricity and have a characteristic lustre or 

shine. 

Choose the correct option from the code given below:  

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only  

c) Both of them 

d) None of them 

 

Q3. Consider the following statements with respect to power resources: 

1. Nuclear energy, fossil fuels are examples of conventional power resources. 

2. Remains of plants and animals which were buried under the earth for millions of years got 

converted by the heat and pressure into fossil fuels. 

3. Hydel power comes under the non-conventional power resources. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are not true? 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 and 3 only  

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) None 

Q4. Which of the following is correctly matched? 

1) Black Gold  Coal 

2) Buried sunshine  Petroleum 

3) Conventional power source  Geo-thermal Energy 

4) Mixture of methane and carbon dioxide  Natural Gas 
 

Choose the correct option from the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only  

c) All are correctly matched  d) None 

 

mailto:dashovidya.upsc@gmail.com


 
 

www.dashovidya.in, email id: dashovidya.upsc@gmail.com; Telegram: https://t.me/DashoVidyaIAS 6 
Contact no - 8595852855 

  

Answers & Explanations 

 

  Q1. Answer: (c) 

Explanation:   

Statement 1 is incorrect: Minerals are UNEVENLY distributed, formed in different types of 

geological environments, under varying conditions.  

Statement 2 is correct: They are found concentrated in a particular area or rock formations. 

Statement 3 is correct: These are classified into two types i.e. metallic and non-metallic based on 

their composition. 

 

Q2. Answer: (c) 

Explanation:  

Statement 1 is correct: Metallic minerals are generally thin and are found in igneous and 

metamorphic rock formations that form large plateaus. 

Statement 2 is correct: These are hard in nature and can conduct heat and electricity and have a 

characteristic lustre or shine. 

 

Q3. Answer: (a) 

Explanation:  

Statement 1 is not true: Nuclear energy is an example of non-conventional power resources. 

Statement 2 is true: Remains of plants and animals which were buried under the earth for 

millions of years got converted by the heat and pressure into fossil fuels. 

Statement 1 is not true: Hydel power comes under conventional power resources.  

 

Q4. Answer- (d)  

Explanation: 

Pair 1: Petroleum is known as Black gold. 

Pair 2: Coal is known as Buried sunshine 

Pair 3: Geo-thermal energy is a non-conventional power resource 

Pair 4: Mixture of methane and Co2 is known as Bio-Gas.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  
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CHAPTER 4- AGRICULTURE 
 

Q1. Which of the following statements are true with respect to agriculture? 

1. Agriculture is a primary activity because it uses natural resources to produce goods directly. 

2. One-thirds of India’s population is still dependent on agriculture. 

Choose the correct option from the code given below: 

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) Both  

d) None 

Q2. Which of the following is/are incorrectly matched? 

1) Viticulture   Cultivation of vegetables 

2) Sericulture    Cultivation of Silk 

3) Pisciculture    Breeding of fishes 

4) Horticulture    Cultivation of Grapes 

Choose the correct option from the code given below: 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 and 4 only  

c) 1 and 4 only  

d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Q3. Shifting cultivation is known by different names in different areas, in this regard which of the 

following are correctly matched? 

1) North East India  Jhumming  

2) Mexico   Milpa  

3) Brazil  Roca  

4) Malaysia  Ladang 
 

Choose the correct option from the code given below 

a) 1, 2 and 4 

b) All  

c) 1 and 3 only  

d) 2, 3 and 4 only  

Q4. With respect to Rice cultivation which of the following is correct? 

1) It needs low temperature but high humidity and high rainfall. 

2) It grows best in alluvial clayey soil, which can retain water. 

3) China leads in the production of rice followed by India, Japan, Sri Lanka and Egypt. 

Choose the correct option from the code given below: 

a) All  

b) 2 and 3 only  

c) 1 and 3 only  

d) 1 and 2 only  
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Answers & Explanations 

 

Q1. Answer: (a) 

Explanation:   

Statement 1 is correct: Agriculture is a primary activity.  

Statement 2 is incorrect: 2/3rd of India’s population is still dependent on agriculture. 

 

Q2. Answer: (c) 

Explanation:  

Viticulture is the cultivation of grapes 

Sericulture is cultivation of silk  

Pisciculture relates to breeding of fishes 

Horticulture is cultivation of vegetables. 

 

Q3. Answer: (b) 

Explanation:  

All names of shifting cultivation are correctly matched with their areas.  

 

Q4. Answer- (b) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is incorrect: Rice needs high temperature, high humidity and high rainfall.  

Statement 2 is correct: It grows best in alluvial clayey soil because it can retain water. 

Statement 3 is correct: China leads in the production of rice followed by India, Japan, Sri Lanka 

and Egypt. 
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. CHAPTER 5- INDUSTRIES 
 

Q1. It is known as Silicon Plateau. The city has the largest and widest availability of skilled managers 

with work experience. It is attracting the IT professionals from all over the world including India. 
 

The above statements are talking about which of the following cities? 
 

Choose the correct option: 

a) Hyderabad 

b) Jaipur 

c) Noida 

d) Bangalore 

Q2. Consider the following statements with respect to industries: 

1. Industries are part of secondary activity of an economy. 

2. It changes raw material into finished goods with the help of value addition. 

3. Industries can be classified on raw material and ownership only.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only  

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3  

Q3. Consider the following statements:  

1) Heavy industries are located near the market as they provide immediate selling areas for the 

final goods produced by industries.  

2) Government policies play an important role in localization of industries in a particular area. 

  

Choose the correct statement from the option given below:  

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Q4. Consider the following statements:  

1. Sunrise industries are those industries which are emerging in nature. 

2. Artificial intelligence and iron and steel industries are the examples of sunrise industries. 

 

Choose the correct statement(s): 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Q5. Which of the following cities is called Manchester of India? 

a) Coimbatore 

b) Ludhiana 

c) Kolkata 

d) Ahmedabad 
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Answers & Explanations 

 

Q1. Answer: (d) 

Explanation:   

Bangalore is located on the Deccan Plateau from where it gets the name ‘Silicon Plateau’. The city 

has the largest and widest availability of skilled managers with work experience. It has become an 

IT hub and hence attracts the professionals from different places. 

 

Q2. Answer: (a) 

Explanation:  

Statement 1 is correct: Iindustries are part of secondary activity of an economy. 

Statement 2 is correct: It changes raw material into finished goods with the help of value addition. 

Statement 3 is incorrect: Industries can be based on raw material, ownership and size.  

 

Q3. Answer: (b) 

Explanation:  

Statement 1 is incorrect: Heavy industries are located near the raw material to reduce the 

transportation cost. 

Statement 2 is correct: Government plays an important role in localization of industries because 

of incentives like subsidised power, lower transport cost and other infrastructure. 

 

 

Q4. Answer- (a) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is factually correct: Sunrise industries are those industries which are emerging in 

nature. Sunrise industry is a colloquial term for a burgeoning sector or business in its infancy 

stage showing promise of a rapid boom. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: Iron and steel industry is not an example of sunrise industry. 

 

Q5. Answer- (d) 

Explanation 

Ahmedabad is called as ‘Manchester of India’. The first cotton mill was established in 1859. It soon 

became the second largest textile city of India, after Mumbai.  

 

 

 

 

 

.  
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CHAPTER 6- HUMAN RESOURCES 
 

Q1. Consider the following statements about the Human resource: 

1. Human resources are evenly distributed throughout the nation. 

2. The prime factor for the human resource development at any place is the population of that 

place. 
 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct: 
 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both of them 

d) None of the above 

Q2. Which of the following statement(s) is/are incorrect? 

1. More people live in south of the equator than north of the equator. 

2. More than 90 percent of the world’s population live in about 40 percent of the land surface. 

3. South East Asia has the highest density of population followed by East and South Central Asia. 

4. The average density of population in the whole world is 51 persons per square km.  

Choose the correct option from the code given below: 

a) 1 only  

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3  

Q3. Natural growth rate refers to  

a) The difference between the birth rate and the death rate of a country. 

b) The increase in birth rate on annual basis. 

c) The decrease in death rate on annual basis. 

d) Natural increase in world’s population growth. 

 

Q4. Which of the following pair is (are) correctly matched? 

1) Immigration The movement of people in and out of area 

2) Migration In which people come and settle in a country 

3) Emigration Movement of the people to other countries 

4) Emigrants People coming into a country 

 

Choose the correct option from the code given below: 

a) All of them are correctly matched. 

b) 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) 3 and 4 
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Q5. A population pyramid refers to: 

a) The structure of the population which tells about the age group occupation, income and health 

levels of different people.  

b) The difference between the birth rate and death rate of male and female. 

c) The percent of males and females in a country with there are groups. 

d) The structure in which working age population is clearly defined. 

 

Answers & Explanations 

 

Q1. Answer: (d) 

Explanation:   

Statement 1 is incorrect: Human resource is unevenly distributed throughout the nation. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: Higher population does not mean greater human resource. It depends 

on the level of skills, education, health and many other factors. 

For e.g. UP has highest population in India but human resources is not that developed as compared 

to south Indian states like Kerala. 

Q2. Answer: (d) 

Explanation:  

Statement 1 is incorrect: Many more people live north of the Equator than south of the Equator. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: More than 90 percent of the world’s population live in about 30 percent 

of the land surface. 

Statement 3 is incorrect: South Central Asia has the highest density of population followed by 

East and South East Asia. 

Q3. Answer: (a) 

Explanation:  

Natural growth rate: Births and deaths are the natural causes of population change. The difference 

between the birth rate and the death rate of a country is called the natural growth rate. 

The population increase in the world is mainly due to rapid increase in natural growth rate.  

 

Q4. Answer- (b)  

Explanation: 

1. Immigration In which people come and settle in a country 

2. Migration The movement of people in and out of area 

3. Emigration Movement of the people to other countries 

4. Emigrants People leaving the country 

 

Q5. Answer- (a)  

Explanation 

A population pyramid refers to the structure of the population which tells about the age group, 

occupation, income and health levels of different people. 
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